During the shooting of James' Mistake I played the role of actor, and therefore I was able to build up an understanding of the pressures that come with being a part of a production. Although this scene was only very small in comparison to the eventual short film that my group will go on to produce, it gave us an insight into some of the aspects of shooting and editing that we weren't able to get without actually taking a camera and having a test run at producing a small piece.

The main thing that we gained from the short production was that we were able to work together in a group for the first time, and so as a result we were able to get a perception of what we could each bring to the group with a view to then being able to assign roles for the main production that would maximise the potential efficiency and as a result the potential quality of the product when we do go on to film and consequently edit for our final piece.

One of the most important aspects that we didn't take into account with the scene we shot was that the location at which we were shooting frequently had people who were walking by and obstructing our ability to get as many shots as we would've liked to have had, and therefore we were limited in some cases to not having the shots available for editing that we would have liked to have been able to use. To overcome this problem in the main production, we will make sure that any areas we are shooting in are free of passers-by that would disable us from having the ability to capture the shots, and also we will make sure to give ourselves more time than necessary for shooting, which will as a result give us the capability to take the same shot more times so that we can get shots that are exactly as they are planned out in our pre-production.

Another problem that arose from shooting was that as this was our first run through of shooting a scene, we didn't take into account that the shots had to be continuous to the extent that we should have done. An example of this would be when I as the actor fell on my right knee in one shot, and the left knee in another, meaning that one of the shots was then unusable when we came to edit the shots together to make our short scene. To ensure that this problem doesn't creep its way back into our main production, we will be making sure to be very specific with every aspect of continuity, to come out with a final result that's as close to the plan as possible. In order to ensure that this is the case, our script supervisor will pay special attention to maintaining continuity throughout the final short film.
As well as this being our first opportunity to work with all of the equipment that will be used for shooting, it was also a chance for us to gain familiarity with 'Final Cut Pro', the programme with which we will be later editing our final production on. With this programme in use with our short scene, we were able to become familiar with some basic techniques for editing as well as us being shown how to add both a title and credits, which will come into use when we edit our final production. In addition to this, we also added non-diegetic sound which is also another technique that we could possibly use in the editing of the final production.

On a personal note, I felt that I was able to repeat actions for filming, which came in good use when there were shots that weren’t quite right on the first time of shooting, with possible reasons including that as already mentioned there were people walking across the area in which we were shooting. 
All wasn’t great on behalf however, as I found that again with regards to repeating the shooting of a particular series of events I became prone to losing my patience and getting frustrated which ultimately will have had a negative effect on the motivation level and also the level of morale that all of my group members would have been feeling as a result of my actions.

As a group we soon realised that there were clear differences of opinion which initially was a problem as we were trying to storyboard and then shoot on a limited time. Having contrasting views meant that we were using up a proportion of our allocated time in discussing the issues which would have been better utilised if we had been agreeing quicker and therefore being able to act on our ideas sooner.

It wasn’t all bad though, as discussing the opposing ideas allowed us to then move forward from our individual thoughts and then improve on them as we could come to a conclusion on which would best fit our short scene idea. Additionally, when we came to shooting the scene the group was well co-ordinated, with us all knowing which positions to be in and not wasting much time on the day of shooting by having to check that each group member knew their role and what their role featured.
I personally found the repetition of acting out the same sequence for multiple shots in a row to be something which grew to be tedious, and from the process that we went through this is the aspect that was least enjoyable. However this wasn’t a big enough problem to defer from getting the shots done, due to the encouragement from my group members.

The editing process was one that was particularly interesting for me to participate in, particularly due to me having no experience using the editing software and being able to learn about some of the basic key features that can be used in order to make sure that our short film after shooting will have a professional ‘feel’ to it.

The main thing that I as an individual have learned from shooting the short scene is that there has to be a particularly close eye kept on every aspect of the film in order to ensure that there are no errors within it. The two areas that I find to be vital in making the short film a success is that there needs to be thorough preparatory work including storyboards, shot lists and audience feedback before shooting so that once we’re out shooting the scenes, we have a clear idea of what we want to achieve from each shot. The second area that I pinpoint as critical is that the script supervisor keeps track of everything within the mise-en-scene in order to make sure that the entire short film doesn’t look disjointed and loses its continuity because of actions within the scene not having consistency.
