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Evaluation of Test Shoot – “James’ Mistake”

As a group we planned, filmed and edited a short one-minute sequence, to practise our different roles which we will be in for our main shoot, and to familiarise ourselves with working on a set.

I took the role of camera operator which very interesting to me, as it involved being both creative and technical. I had some slight difficulties with things like remembering to reset the white balance when we moves out into the corridor, however now we are aware of how important this is we should remember during shooting of our main film. After the first couple of shots I felt quite comfortable using the camera and I think I did quite well at focussing the shots and framing them in a way which suited the action.

I think that having the experience of working on set before we start our main production was very useful to us as a group, as we were able to see how we functioned as a group on set. We already knew each other so we did not have any problems with communication, however we had not planned out shoot well enough and we wasted some time deciding on the shots, which we could have done before the shoot and given ourselves more time to film. On our main production we will make sure we are completely organised before we begin shooting so that we have as much time as possible to film.

We had some issues with the location because we were shooting in a corridor at lesson changeover time, so there were lots of people walking past and interrupting or holding up our shots. This caused some tension on set as we were frustrated with the constant interruptions, and we were not able to take as many shots as we wanted.

It also meant that our script supervisor had to go and stop people from using the corridor while we shot a take, so we had some continuity issues which the other crew members did not pick up as we were concentrating on our own roles. We will make sure that continuity is a priority in our final shoot, and we will also choose location which we can block off or which are not likely to be interrupted, so that we have more time to shoot and our script supervisor is able to fulfil her role properly without being distracted by passers-by.

We edited our short sequence using Final Cut Pro, which we will also be using on our main production. One of the important editing skills we practised is how to get the timing of the cuts between shots right to retain the illusion of ‘invisible’ continuity editing, especially while James was falling over as it was important that his fall looked believable. In our main film we are planning on using a fast-paced montage, and good timing will be essential in the editing of that sequence. 

During editing we realised that we had not given ourselves enough coverage of the action, so it was sometimes difficult to make any variations on the shots as we had limited alternatives. On the main shoot we will try to shoot each scene from a variety of angles and make each take longer, to give ourselves more coverage so that we have more freedom and options during editing. An example of where this would have been useful is the cut between the final two shots – we broke the 30 degree rule and had no other backup options for that particular piece of action, resulting in the odd transition from handheld to stationary.
I think that as a team our strengths were that we are good at sharing our ideas and coming to compromises on what works best for each shot, however we need to be careful that we are patient on set and do not get too frustrated if something goes wrong. As long as we are prepared before we shoot our main film, and have all our shot lists and call sheets planned out properly, I think that we will be able to work well as a team and have a good environment on set.

