
As a group of 4 we have created a short one minute film in practice for our main production (a five minute film.) We started off by storyboarding a simple idea of someone leaving a class room and entering a corridor. We had to use a selection of shots including close ups, long shots and a point of view shot. Then as a group we each took a role of the ‘camera crew’ and went on to filming. 

For this shoot I took the position of script supervisor (the job I will do in the main production) , which allowed me to get an insight into what the position involves and what jobs I will need to do in the main production. I enjoyed watching the acting and getting used to focusing on the little details like what hand was used etc to help with continuity in the editing later on. One problem that occurred when filming this sequence was the amount of people around so sometimes my attention had to be diverted to stopping people walking past the camera. For the main production as a group we will have to work together in our chosen environment to stop anyone walking through our shots as well as trying to keep the continuity. We did have problems with this like when James fell it was on the wrong knee therefore that shot became practically useless.

This test shoot allowed us to work as a production group for the first time, even though we have worked with each other before this allowed us to see how we react whilst filming. Another positive aspect from this activity is that we were able to see and have a go at the production roles (camera operator, director, board op, script supervisor and actor) to prepare us for the future production.

The editing was done on ‘final cut pro’ which is the same program that the editing for the final production will be completed on. This short sequence gave us an opportunity to use final cut pro and to know how to use at least the basics for editing. We were also able to make credits and add a music track; this gave us a more detailed opportunity and has prepared our group for the main production.  

As this is the first time we as a group filmed and edited our own short film we did come across several problems. The first being the environment, if we film somewhere where it is busy and we don’t want people in the shots we will struggle to film. This occurred when filming in the college corridor and it took extra time to film because of passers.  Secondly, whilst we were filming we had to spend extra time thinking of shots and positioning because we had not storyboarded the shots clearly therefore this is something we will have to do better for the main production. Our main problem was with the ending to our film, we realised we had not filmed enough shots to get the perfect continuity editing. We had broken the 30 degree rule therefore this resulted in an obvious jump shot. Therefore when filming our main production we will film enough shots at a good length and we need to remember the 30 degree rule to make sure we don’t struggle with continuity or worse having to go back and film the shot. 

My weaknesses with this production were I was easily distracted by the other group members and their roles because I was interested into what each role required. This is something that I won’t be doing in our main production because I now know what t expect when we go out to shoot. My strengths were that I was patient with the amount of takes we needed to do to make sure the shot was perfect. In the main production the whole group needs to be focused and patient to make sure we don’t suffer problems like jump cuts when we do the editing. Overall, I really enjoyed making this short film and it has allowed me to see that our 5 minute production won’t be easy, it’ll need patience and a lot of our time.

